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and why the conflict was not proceeding as 
planned. In turn, McNamara made no secret 
of his mounting feelings about what he felt 
were his forces’ disability in winning the war.

North Vietnamese MiGs began mak-
ing limited appearances during the 1965 
cruise. Flagg had caught sight of one but 
couldn’t get into an engagement with the 
MiG-17, whose pilot disappeared in a 
cloud and escaped further attention from 
the young pilot. By the 1966 deployment, 
however, MiG activity had increased and 
now the aging little MiG-17’s threat was 
augmented by the world-class MiG-21 
that was fast and maneuverable. North 
Korean “volunteers” often flew Vietnamese 
MiG-17s and, according to some unofficial 

sources, occasionally their own MiG-21s.
The Oriskany’s VF-162 F-8Es engaged 

several MiGs and often received as good as 
they got. Fey describes the growing MiG 
presence that was beginning to have more 
meaning for U.S. crews.

Besides the more glamorous MiG 
engagements, the Oriskany’s CVW-16’s 
light-attack A-4 squadrons were in the thick 
of the fighting and, as a result, the air wing’s 
losses were equally terrible with appalling 
personal injuries, deaths and imprison-
ments that often resulted in incarceration 
and inhuman torture that went on for more 
than five years. Fey ends his book with a 14-
page discussion of the experiences of pris-
oners of war in Vietnam, the men as well 

as their families who spent waiting for even 
the slightest word of their captured loved 
ones languishing away, some dying, in their 
cells somewhere in the enemy’s cities.

His final chapter, “Because Our Fathers 
Lied,” leaves concerned readers wondering 
at the expense of American experiences 
in Vietnam, not only in terms of financial 
expense, but of the lingering personal 
emotional assessment of that long period 
in American history, and at the heart of 
the story is that of the Oriskany and its air 
wing. Highly recommended for veterans 
of those deployments as well as Americans 
of all ages and experiences who may still 
want to know more about this part of the 
Vietnam War. 

“They’re Killing My Boys!” The History of Hickam Field and the Attacks of  7 December 1941 
By J. Michael Wenger, Robert J. Cressman and John Di Virgilio. 296 pp. Ill. 

The third book in the series dealing with 
the Japanese attack that brought America 
into World War II, this book moves 
away from the main strike against the 
facilities at Pearl Harbor itself and delves 
into the events surrounding the Army’s 
airfield on Oahu. As well as hoping to hit 
Navy aircraft carriers they would find at 
Pearl—which in the event they didn’t—
the Japanese also wanted to destroy any 
long-range bombers the Army might 
have and put out of commission their 
airfield, that would be used to search for 
and destroy the Japanese attacking force, 
especially their six carriers.

Using heretofore restricted personnel records, this team of 
three diligent historians have done very well in telling the full 
story of the surprise attack on what should have been a regular 
quiet, restful Sunday morning in the Navy’s distant naval base. 
Focusing on the Army’s side of the story, on nearby Hickam 
Army Air Field, we see a different, yet highly detailed, side of 
the overall story of the Pearl Harbor strike and especially that 
concerning the Army’s bomber units, many of which actually 
launched in unproductive searches for the Japanese attackers 
using B-17s and obsolescent B-18s. 

As in the two previous books, we get a fine impression of 
what life was like before the strike for Soldiers and Sailors 

stationed at the paradise atmosphere of the 
Hawaiian Islands as the U.S. unknowingly 
approached its staggering entry into the war.

The buildup to the account of the attack 
is long, even labored, with the three authors 
adding layers of details, but they obviously 
have the room to do it and the photos to 
support all their work. Although this third 
book does concentrate on the Army experi-
ence, one naval aspect is the junior ranks of 
the Japanese pilots and senior officer crews 
flying the strikes. The makeup of Japanese 
flight crews in multi-place aircraft makes 
an interesting and contrasting view of how 
the Japanese flew their missions. Command 

was not necessarily in the hands of the pilots, and more often 
was given to lieutenants and lieutenant commanders behind the 
pilots, who could actually be third class petty officers and even 
seamen, a deviation not seen in any other country’s service in 
such regularity.

On the American side, an alert reader will definitely be 
surprised at the rapid advancement of junior officers at the 
time of the attacks to colonels and even generals within 
one or two years, which probably gives an idea of just how 
tough the pace of combat was in the first year of the war for 
American participants, an aspect seldom addressed in most 
accounts. 



Strike Fighter Squadron (VFA) 27 
Established: Sept. 1, 1967

Based: Marine Corps Air Station  
Iwakuni, Japan

Commanding Officer:  
Cmdr. Joseph J. Hubley

Mission(s): Provides combat ready Sailors 
and aircraft in support of our nation’s strategic 
objectives. When called upon, we will win quickly 
and decisively.

Brief History: The “Royal Maces” were commissioned as 
Attack Squadron (VA) 27, originally designated the “Chargers,” 
on Sept. 1, 1967, flying the A-7A Corsair II. Throughout the 
squadron’s 53-year history, the Chargers and Royal Maces have 
conducted flight operations from the flight decks of six aircraft 
carriers and supported combat operations in Vietnam, Iraq and 
Afghanistan. The squadron, originally based at Naval Air Station 
Lemoore, California, was relocated to Naval Air Facility Atsugi, 
Japan, in 1996, and since 2018 has been based out of Marine 
Corps Air Station Iwakuni, Japan.

The Royal Maces have been recognized as the Adm. C. Wade 
McClusky winner, and the Commander Naval Air Forces Pacific 
Battle “E” winner in 1972, 2005, 2006 and 2014. The Royal Maces will 
continue to patrol the Indo-Asia-Pacific region as part of America’s 
only permanently forward-deployed “911” carrier air wing.

 

Aircraft Flown: A-7A Corsair II; A-7E; F/A-
18A Hornet; F/A-18C Hornet; F/A-18E Super 
Hornet

Number of People in Unit:  
244 active duty military

Significant Accomplishments: During March 
2020, the Royal Maces completed Strike Fighter 

Advanced Readiness Program (SFARP) at Andersen Air 
Force Base, Guam. The aviation ordnance team executed 

demanding flight schedules with some of the Navy’s most 
unique weapons. The Royal Maces employed more than 87,000 

pounds of general-purpose, laser-guided and GPS-enabled air-to-sur-
face ordnance, as well as multiple air-to-air weapons. The opportunity 
to employ this variety of live ordnance made VFA-27 and Carrier Air 
Wing (CVW) 5 a more lethal and proficient warfighting team.

Squadron personnel were moved in waves from restriction of move-
ment sequestration to either the island of Iwo To (formerly known as 
Iwo Jima) for field carrier landing practice or directly to USS Ronald 
Reagan (CVN 76) to begin deployment. This unprecedented triple-
site operational footprint allowed the squadron to maintain full 
readiness in support of 7th Fleet strategic objectives while maintain-
ing COVID-19 prevention and mitigation protocols. 

In July, the Royal Maces and CVW-5 had the opportunity to team up 
with CVW-17 onboard USS Nimitz (CVN 68) for dual carrier opera-
tions in the Indo-Pacific as the Nimitz Carrier Strike Force.

Squadron Spotlight
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Airman Brianey Casillas, left, and Aviation Boatswain’s  

Mate (Equipment) Airman Nathan Peterson, CVN-76
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